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Highlights   

 

Hibatullah Akhundzada, leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, praises the Afghani Taliban for its 

success in building up its power while striving to achieve peace that will and end to the occupation of 

Afghanistan. At the same breath he accused the U.S. and the government in Kabul for their unwillingness to 

end the war and de facto extending it, inter alia, by supporting corrupt power factions in the country. 

Additionally, he stressed that the organization stressed the importance of unity and closing ranks within the 

Afghan people and called upon the Kabul government to terminate its support of the U.S. government to 

assist with such trend. 

 

Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qaeda leader, clarifies that Muslim clerics have a burden to pass on the 

religious knowledge to the Islamic nation. Per him, in the modern era, Salafi clerics such as Sheikh Abdallah 

Azam and Sheikh Umar Abd al-Rahman, thought leaders for Global jihad and major influencers on al-

Qaeda succeeded in this task. They have promoted the ideas of jihad and Dawah, considered pillars of 

Islam, against corrupt regimes. Per al-Zawahiri, the role of the clerics is to clarify the importance of the 

belief on god and jihad to the Muslims and expose the truth about those who collaborate with the 

“crusaders” such as the regimes in KSA, Egypt, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan. 

 

Al-Qaeda leadership sends its condolences to the family of Muhammad Moursi, former Egyptian president 

and the representative of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. Per the leadership, Arab countries such as KSA 

and UAE persecute Islamists and don’t hesitate to murder, jail and torture them. Additionally, the 

leadership implored the Egyptians to renew the war against the al-Sisi and start a jihad against him 

otherwise they will suffer from his persecution policy. 

 

Maulana Asim Umar, a senior al-Qaeda leader in the Indian Sub-Continent, praises the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan, for its victories in Afghanistan and points out the defeat of the U.S and its allies in the attempt 

to beat Al Qaeda. Per him, the various Jihad factions in the various jihad arenas should view the Emirate as 

a role model where closed ranks and unity among mujahidin is guarantee for success. Additionally, he 

cautioned from attempts to break the ranks following the activity of ISIS’ extension in Khourasan province. 

 

Sheikh Ali Mahmoud Raji, spokesman for al Shabab al-Mujahidin, the al-Qaeda extension in Somalia, 

reports an increase of the number of attacks carried out by his organization against their enemies during 

Ramadan and that the enemy sustained heavy casualties. He also accused the U.S. of killing innocents in 

Somalia following its attacks on Somali land and its support of the Mogadishu regime. Additionally, he 
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clarified that currently there is a religious war raging between Muslims and Christians in Africa, as is evident 

from the approach of the Christian regime in Ethiopia. In light of the above, Raji calls upon mujahidin and 

Muslims to stick with jihad against the Christian forces wishing to oppress them. 

 

ISIS launched a campaign titled “the best result is [reserved] for those who trust Allah”, during which 

several of ISIS’ extensions renewed their pledge of allegiance to al-Baghdadi. For example, ISIS members in 

its East Asia province, Pakistan and India renewed their pledge as well as other activists in other theatres 

such as Iran. 

 

Usama Mahmoud, al-Qaeda spokesman for the Indian sub-continent, eulogizes Dakhir Musa, the leader of 

Ansar Izat al-Hind, active in Kashmir and identifies with al-Qaeda, who was killed in a skirmish with Indian 

forces on May 23rd, 2019. Alongside his eulogy Mahmoud called upon the Muslims in Kashmir to adopt 

Musa’s way and fight the oppressing forces.  Ansar Ghuzzat al-Hind also eulogized Mahmoud and revealed 

the name of its new leader, Hameed Lelhari (A.K.A Haroon Abbas) and his lieutenant, Ghazi Ibrahim 

Khalid. Additionally, the organization called upon Hezb al-Mujahidin (a jihadi faction in Kashmir and India 

at large) members to join its ranks.  
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Publications 

Ideology 

Publications by Al-Qaeda  

 In June, al-Sahab (an al-Qaeda media outlet) issued the following publications: 

o A speech titled “The Heirs of the Prophets, the Bearers of Quran, Who Carries the Banner?” 

by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri. At the outset of his speech, al-Zawahiri stressed that the 

clerics bear the responsibility of transferring the religious knowledge of Islam to Muslims. 

Per him, the religious knowledge passed from generation to generation and reached the 

hands of Sheikh Abdallah Azam, a thought leader in the modern era global jihad. Al 

Zawahiri praised Azam’s contribution to Islamic law by ruling that jihad is an individual 

obligation of each Muslim. He added that Azam has cultivated the idea of jihad against the 

Soviet Union and the US, ruled that assisting infidels against Muslims is considered heresy, 

praised mujahidin who fought against tyrannical Arab rulers and ruled that jihad and 

Dawah are guarantees for success from Kabul to Jerusalem.  

o Al Zawahiri also praised Sheikh Umar al-Rahman for keeping the purity of Islamic law. 

Sheikh al-Rahman, a former leader of the Egyptian al-Gamma al-Islamiyya and one of the 

strongest influences on UBL and al-Qaeda, was involved in the attempt to topple the twin 

towers in 1993. Al Zawahiri mentioned that al-Rahman supported deposing rulers and 

regimes who didn’t follow Sharia. Later on in the speech al-Zawahiri listed a series of 

personalities who have defended Sharia among them senior leaders in the Afghani Taliban, 

AQAP, AQIM etc. 

o Further, al-Zawahiri called upon Muslim clerics to defend Islam and Islamic nation from the 

western world’s campaign against Islam and stressed the clerics’ duty to clarify for Muslims 

the importance of the belief in Allah and jihad and expose the truth about the collaborators 

with eh “crusaders” such as the KSA, Egypt, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan regimes1. 

 Three old publications in a series called “Educating and Building” edited by Sheikh Hussam Abd al-

Rauf, al-Qaeda spokesman titled: 

o “The Characteristics of Tyranny and the Downfall of Subjugation” by Abd al-Rahman al-

Kawakibi (1849-1902), a Salafi Sheikh and a harbinger of Arab nationalism in the late 

Nineteenth century. 

o “Modern Schools of Thought:  The Pan Arabism and Nationalism [Territorial]”. 

o “Modern Schools of Thought: Secularism” (first published in 1983 by Sheikh Muhammad 

                                                 

1 21.6.19. Telegram. 
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bin Qutb, Sayed Qutb’s younger brother2  

  Khayr al-Umma media group, assisting al-Qaeda’s propaganda published the following: 

o An article titled “The Mecca document and the Devil’s Footsteps” by Abu Abdallah al-

Tunisi. In the article the writer harshly criticizes the Saudi regime for its “Mecca 

Declaration”, a document condemning extremism and supporting the promotion of cultural 

pluralism and anti-hate and violence legislation, which has been executed by 1,200 Muslim 

clerics from 139 states and different Islamic schools of thought on May 31st, 2019. The 

writer accused the Saudi royals and the religious institution in KSA of creating a one religion 

that amalgamates all three monotheistic religions as well as pagan religions while 

promoting pagan values. Per the writer, the Mecca Declaration is another layer in the 

west’s plot to weaken Islam by presenting it as a religion promoting inter-faith discussions, 

coexistence and acceptance of others, while at the same time the western forces are 

pounding Muslim territories with their war machines. The writer accused Saudi royals of 

abandoning oppressed Muslim population in areas such as Syria, Yemen, Iraq and China. 

The writer addresses the sections of the Mecca Declaration one by one and explains why 

they contradict Islam. For example, the document refutes the superiority of Islam over 

other religions and wishes to equally treat Muslims and non-Muslims (e.g. Hindus). He also 

criticized the document signers’ intent to promote democracy that per him violates Sharia 

and Allah’s words. Per him the Hindus are pagan and therefore are not equal to a Muslim 

and moreover one cannot refute the superiority of Islam over any other religion. Further, 

he stressed that the document damages the meaning of jihad. At the end of his article the 

writer cautions that similar to the Masonic penetration into the ranks of the Vatican and 

the Church over the years in an attempt to weaken it from the inside the same is 

happening now and the declaration in one of the ways to do so3. 

o An article titled “Patience and the Levantines Resilience” by Abu Qudama al-Humsi. In the 

article the writer addresses Syrians to be patient when facing their hardship due to the 

raging war in Syria. Per him, throughout history fierce fighting took place in Syria however 

at the end of the day, the lord wishes to guarantee success for his devout followers4. 

 

Jihadi Activists Reactions to the Death of Muhammad Moursi 

 On June 17th, 2019, Muhammad Moursi, the deposed president and member of the Muslim 

Brotherhood died a sudden death while being transported to a Cairo court hearing regarding the 

charges pending against him. Moursi who assumed the reigns of power in the 2012 elections as the 

                                                 

2 June 2019, Telegram. 
3 13.6.19 Telegram. 
4 30.6.19 Telegram 
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representative of the Muslim Brotherhood, has been deposed in 2013 by Abd al-Fatah al-Sisi who 

then served as the Defense Minister. Moursi was thrown into jail and since then a very public trial 

on charges of espionage for Qatar and killing demonstrators has been going on against him. His 

death led to a series of responses within al-Qaeda and its supporters as well as within the ranks of 

the Muslim Brotherhood. Most of the responses expressed sorrow for his death and promised to 

avenge it, except ISIS that described him as an infidel for not imposing Sharia law on Egypt. The 

following are some of these responses: 

o A banner by the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan where they expressed sorrow for Moursi’s 

death and mentions that said death is a loss to Egypt and the entire Islamic world. 

o A banner by al-Sahab titled “Recommendations for Our People in Egypt as Assistance for the 

Deprived” on the death of Moursi. At the outset al-Qaeda leadership expressed its sorrow over 

the policy of persecution followed by Arab countries such as KSA and UAE against Islamic 

activists which manifests itself by incarceration torture and murder. Later, they blamed al-Sisi’s 

regime for murdering Moursi and conveyed condolences to his family. Alongside said 

condolences al-Qaeda leadership called upon the Egyptians to sober up and face al-Sisi’s 

tyrannical regime, show resolve and renew the war against al-Sisi before they, too, will be 

harmed by his regime. They also called for renewal of jihad, denouncing democracy, the 

Egyptian constitution and non-Muslim laws and fight the regime’s tyranny. Further, they said 

that the flight from deprivation, immigration from places who persecute Muslims and enlisting 

for jihad have characterized the Egyptians ancestors. Moreover, even the Quran has stories 

such as: 

a. Abraham’s flight from Iraq to Canaan to “plant the roots of prophecy in Palestine and 

the Arabian peninsula”. 

b. Moses’ flight from Egypt to the dessert of Midian only to return to Egypt and inflict the 

ten disasters on it. 

c. Muhammad’s immigration from Mecca to Medina and his return to Mecca stronger. 

In light of the above, Egyptians must join jihad against the tyrannical rulers and sacrifice 

their soul for god5 

o A eulogy by Sheikh Abu Ubaydha Yusef al-Anabi, head of the dignitaries’ council of AQIM. Al-

Anabi mentioned that Moursi was assassinated by deprivers and therefore is worthy of mercy. 

Additionally, he said that if possible, his organization will avenge his death6. Al-Anabi reiterated 

this statement in his response to Sheikh Nail al-Ghazi, a prominent Salafi cleric in Gaza and 

                                                 

5 27.6.19. https://bayaan.info/السحاب-وصايا-الهلنا-في-مصر   
6 18.6.19 Telegram 

https://bayaan.info/السحاب-وصايا-لاهلنا-في-مصر
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close to al-Qaeda, to the latter question whether Moursi is worthy of mercy7. 

o Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini, a senior Salafi cleric identified with al-Qaeda, said a prayer for 

Moursi and called upon god to curse the tyrannical rulers and their soldiers who were 

responsible for Moursi’s death. In another correspondence he published on Facebook, he 

explained at length why it was OK to praise Moursi. For example: per him Islam allows to show 

mercy for Muslims who died while being persecuted regardless of any political differences. 

That said, Moursi did try to assist Islam in his way and as much as he could. Al-Filastini clarified 

that his liking Moursi doesn’t mean that he identified with him or his way but Moursi’s 

intention was to benefit Islam8. 

o Sheikh Eyad Qunaybi, a Jordanian Salafi cleric refrained from eulogizing Moursi or conveying 

condolences. Instead he clarified that Moursi’s death teaches us about the way tyrannical 

regimes behave towards Muslims in situations of incarceration without any medical attendance 

that eventually leads to the deterioration of their health and death. He added that the tyrant is 

interested in enslaving the Muslim nation and abuse the resources of the Muslim lands. 

Moreover, the tyrannical regimes wish to cultivate generations of hedonists debauchers by 

permitting forbidden acts (such as drinking wine) in order to make their rule of the people 

easier. At the end of his statement, Qunayni accused the tyrannical regimes of grovelling to the 

global system and their willingness to accept the democratic rules as a means to change reality 

while at the same time they keep oppressing the people9. 

o A banner by Hasm Movement, a militant group identified with the Muslim Brotherhood 

eulogized Moursi and claimed that he who thinks that with Moursi’s death his thought and way 

perished is wrong. On the contrary, the fire of revolution in Egypt will carry on.\A banner by 

Liwa al-Thawra, another militant group identified with the Muslim Brotherhood threatened to 

avenge Moursi. 

o A condolences message by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. The message said that Moursi sacrificed his 

life for the Egyptian revolution and it should carry on and keep fighting the tyrannical regime in 

Egypt, Syria and other Muslim countries. The message added that the revolution will only end 

with the final downfall of the regime. At the end of the message the organization called upon 

the prisoners in the enemy’s jails in Egypt and Syria to hang on and wished that they would be 

released soon by the mujahidin10. Sheikh Abdallah al-Shami, head of the Sharia Council of the 

organization eulogized Moursi and wished upon the downfall of tyrannical regimes and success 

                                                 

7 18.6.19 Telegram 
8 18.6.19. https://www.facebook.com/ShAbuQatadah2/posts/2018375991803732 
9 18.6.19. https://www.facebook.com/eyadqunaibi/posts/2455983607963660 
10 18.6.19 Telegram 

https://www.facebook.com/ShAbuQatadah2/posts/2018375991803732
https://www.facebook.com/eyadqunaibi/posts/2455983607963660
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of popular revolutions11. 

o A correspondence by Sheikh Abd al-Razek al-Mahdi closely tied with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham12 

contained a eulogy for Moursi. Al-Mahdi mentions that following his eulogy he was criticized by 

some of his friends who have claimed that Moursi was an infidel and a lapsed Muslim. That, 

based on Ayman al-Zawahiri (al-Qaeda leader) and Sulaiman al-Alwan’s (a Wahabi cleric 

serving time in a Saudi prison since 2004 for encouraging suicide terror attacks and calls for 

jihad) opinions. Al-Mahdi said he didn’t accept the criticism and clarified that various Sheikhs 

such Abu Qatada al-Filastini, Tarek Abd al-Halim and others have eulogized Moursi and 

conveyed their condolences. Per him, today one needs to examine things differently and not 

only that there is not one cleric who branded Moursi as an infidel. 

o ISIS on the other hand stressed in its publication al-Naba (vol. 187) that Moursi was a tyrant 

because he based his rule on secular legislation and therefore should be regarded as other 

tyrannical rulers in the middle east such a Zain al-Abadin (the former Tunisian president), 

Housni Mubaraq, and Rajip Taip Erdogan.  

 

Left: Sheikh al-Anabi’s eulogy; Right: Al-Hasm eulogy 

 

Publications by the Islamic State 

The Best Outcome is Reserved for Those Who Trust in Allah Campaign 

Toward the end of June ISIS launched the above media campaign. Within the framework of this campaign 

some of the formal ISIS extensions have renewed their pledge of allegiance to Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

The first clip of this campaign was issued by ISIS of East Asia province. At the beginning of the clip one of 

the spokespersons asked Allah to watch over jihadists’ health especially those in the Philippines. Later on, 

they have recorded their pledge of allegiance as well as battles with the Philippines military13. 

 

                                                 

11 18.6.19. Telegram 
12 February 2019, Telegram. 
13 22.6.19. Telegram 
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ISIS East Asia province pledging allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

A second clip was issued by ISIS Western Africa (“IWA”) province. One of the activists pointed out that 

thanks to the formation of the Islamic Califate jihadists banded into one group fighting under al-Baghdadi. 

He also mentioned that his activists took over a few towns in Nigeria, Niger and Chad. Jihadists in Mali and 

Burkina Faso also pledged their allegiance to al-Baghdadi, which speaks to the expansion of IWA province.14  

As of March 2019, IWA is led by Abu Abdallah al-Barnawi.  Also, its territory has been “expanded” to 

include the Sahara region which includes Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso and led by Abu Walid al-Zahrawi 

who pledged his allegiance to al-Baghdadi in 2015. It is hard to regard the expansion of IWA as a true 

merger between the above groups since these are different tribes and territories however it can be viewed 

as a rebranding of IWA, an initiative to strengthen the relationship between ISIS’ leadership and Sahara 

jihadists and a show of force in light of al Qaeda’s buildup in the Sahara and Sakhl. 

 

Left: Mali and Burkina Faso activists pledge allegiance to al-Baghdadi; Right: IWA activists pledge their allegiance  

 

ISIS supporters in in the Caucasus province have also pledged their allegiance to al-Baghdadi. In the clip the 

activist threatened to hurt Russia and condemned its actions vs. the Muslim civilian population in Syria and 

other areas. Per them, ISIS will keep going strong15. 

 

                                                 

14 19.6.19 Telegram 
15 26.6.19 Telegram 



 

 12 

 

ISIS activists in the Caucasus pledge allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

Another clip was issued by ISIS of Sinai province. The speaker, called Abu Jafar al-Ansari, mentioned that 

the extension’s activists are determined to continue their jihadi activities against the Egyptian military in El 

Arish and other regions of Sinai and said that their victory is guaranteed. The clip also documented attacks 

on Egyptian military forces. at the end of the clip they were documented pledging their allegiance to al-

Baghdadi16. 

 

 

ISIS of Sinai activists pledge their allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

Another clip documented a pledge of allegiance by ISIS members in Khurasan (Afghanistan), West 

Afghanistan, Iran, India, Kashmir and Pakistan. All of them threatened to hurt the enemies of the Islamic 

nation as well as Iranians, Hindu, crusaders and more. They all mentioned that they intended to protect the 

members of the Islamic nation from the massacre performed by the enemies of Islam on Muslim land17.  

 

                                                 

16 27.6.19. https://archive.org/details/bari987mail 
17 29.6.19 Telegram 

https://archive.org/details/bari987mail
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Right to left: jihadists in Khurasan and western Afghanistan pledge allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

 

Right to left: Jihadists in Iran and India pledge allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

 

Right to left: Jihadists in Kashmir and Pakistan pledge allegiance to al-Baghdadi 

 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion made by several clerics, military commanders 

and publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the jihadi 

discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their publication 

received a large number of views among global jihadi activists, hence their importance. 
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The photo shows prominent ideologues affiliated with Al-Qaeda, below the words: “Follow Their Guidance”. The poster was published on 
social networks by the Khayr al-Umma media group, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda   

 

 Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior Jordanian cleric close to al-Qaeda: 

o An article titled “A Response to Democracy’s Lawyer Walid al-Dido”. In his article the writer 

harshly criticizes Muhammad al-Hassan Walid al-Dido al-Shanqiti, a senior Mauritanian cleric 

following the latter’s statements in favor of democracy and legitimizing democratic elections. 

Per al-Maqdisi, ruling is reserved for Allah and not the ruler and the laws are a divine rather 

than human product therefore al-Dido was wrong taking a positive stand on democracy18. 

 

 Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini published the following on his Telegram channel19: 

o Redistribution of a message on another Telegram channel containing praise to Sheikh the 

Mujahid Abu Masab al-Zarkawi. In the post al-Zarkawi was presented as a man who fought  

battles for his faith akin to Saladin, Nour al-Din Zanaqi and Alp Arsalan (the second sultan of the 

Seljuk dynasty known for his victory over the Byzantine empire). 

o Book review on the book “The Prince of Shadows” by Abdallah Barguti, one of Hamas leaders in 

the West Bank. Barguti is serving sixty-seven life sentences in Israel for his role in dozens of 

terror attacks on Israeli citizens. In his review, Abu Qatada praises Barguti as a hero and 

stressed that a man like him passes the principle of “victory or martyrdom” to the next 

generations. He signed off his review with wishes for Barguti’s imminent release from jail. 

o A post where he explained that there is a reverse correlation between the fall of the criminal 

rulers and the rise of Jihad in Palestine. Per him, today there is a greater chance of liberating 

Palestine with the disappearance of the rulers who just paid lip service by calling for its 

liberation. He carried on and said that the Bahrain Conference (June 2019) would not lead to a 

solution in Palestine, only to an increased jihad. In this context he mocked Jared Kushner, 

President Trump’s advisor and emissary to the above conference), and called him a fool, naïve 

                                                 

18 10.6.19 Telegram 
19 June, 2019, Telegram 
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and a historical illiterate. He signed his post by saying that “our nation will not shut up. The way 

of the future is the way of jihad, blood and the demise of the Quraiza (a Jewish tribe that lived 

in the northern Arabian Peninsula until the seventh century when they were killed by 

Muhammad in the Battle of the Trench”. He also uploaded a clip on the same theme titled “the 

deal of the century and Kushner’s project”. 

 

 Sheikh Hani al-Sibai, a jihadi Salafist cleric affiliated with al-Qaeda20: 

o Sermons on various subjects among them the importance of liberating the people from the 

yoke of the tyrannical Arab regimes and Iran; greetings for Id al-Fitter (celebrating the end of 

Ramadan); accusing the al-Sisi regime of trumping civil rights in Egypt by mass arrests killing 

protesters and more. He also blamed the regime of killing al-Moursi and mentioned that the 

UAE, Israel, the U.S., and the EU were accomplices to this crime. He also called the leaders of 

the Muslim Brotherhood and the supporters of democracy to sober up and strive to install 

Sharia. 

 

 Sheikh Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, close with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham21: 

o A Call to young Muslims to join the ranks of the mujahidin in the Hama area to protect the city 

from the attacks of the Syrians, the Russians and Shiite militias. In another correspondence he 

called upon Muslims in the refugee camps and in Turkey to not sit idly by and join the 

mujahidin. 

o Praise for the mujahidin on the successes in the Idlib area where they mange to kill Syrians and 

Russians and make them withdraw from some areas in the region. Yet, he cautioned the media 

activists not to divulge any information in connection with the battle itself such as the names of 

the KIAs, photographs, troop movements, equipment and weapons used, friend/foe 

designations of villages in the area etc. so as not to give the enemy any information that will 

assist it. he clarified that such information may however be divulged subject to the approval of 

a senior leader of the troops. 

o Calling Muslims to donate money to jihadists on the frontline. Per him, every donor can 

personally deliver their contribution to “their” jihadist on the frontline. Further, he provided a 

WhatsApp number to facilitate the donations and shared a banner with such a call. 

 

                                                 

20 June 2019, Telegram 
21 June 2019, Telegram 
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 Tarik Abd al-Haleem, affiliated with al-Qaeda22: 

o A condolences message for Muhammad Moursi and criticism of the al-Sisi regime. 

o Accusing Ismail Haniya, a senior Hamas leader, of hypocrisy by conveying condolences for the 

death of Muhammad Moursi. Per him, Haniya would have sent condolences to enemies of the 

Sunnis such as Hassan Nasrallah and the Qatari ruler should they have died. 

 

 Sheikh al-Mouhseini, a senior jihadi Salafist cleric in the Idlib (Syria) area, close with Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham and al-Qaeda: 

o A call to all jihadists in Syria to accommodate his request to adopt a uniform text for claiming 

responsibility for activities against the Syrian military and its allies as follows: “the mujahidin 

did….” Instead of writing which jihadi organization carried out the attack. Per him, the rationale 

for the request is to create a unified jihadists’ propaganda. Following that he asked each jihadi 

organization who is willing to accommodate him to add the following hashtag to their social 

media pages - (اإلعالمي_الخطاب_توحيد_مبادرة)  - #unified propaganda front. His call was received by 

some jihadi factions such as Jaysh al-Izza  and media outlets that assist jihadists in Syria such as 

Amjad. 

o  A call for Muslims to donate Bitcoin to Izz al-Din al-Qassam, Hamas’ military wing, following 

the launch of an only campaign by Hamas. Al Mouhseini shared Izz al-Din al-Qassam’s campaign 

telegram channel links in Arabic, English, French, Malaysian, Indonesian, Russian and Turkish. 

He explained that his support of Hamas stems from the fact that the Islamic nation in one body 

and the fight against the enemies of Islam is common to all Muslims “ from Jerusalem to Idlib, 

from Libya to Sudan, from Yemen to Algeria, our goal is one”. 

o Photographs documenting his visits with jihadist manning the front lines vs. the Syrian military. 

                                                 

22 June 2019, Facebook 
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For example, he published a photograph of him sitting with combatants in the Turkmen 

Mountain. 

 

Al Mouhseini visiting jihadi combatants in Turkmen Mountain 

 

 Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Farghali, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham Shura Council senior member23:   

o A call to Muslims to donate money to help his organization fulfil jihad and pray for them over 

the battle of Idlib. 

o A fifth clip in the series “The Way for the Califate: The History of Jihadi Movements from the 

Muslim Brotherhood Through the Jihad in al-Sham, the Second Generation24. 

 

 Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a jihadi activist in Syria25: 

o Addressing the issue of Sunnis fighting in the Assad militias (also called a fifth army) are infidels 

because they fight against Muslims and mujahidin. 

o A condolences message by the Syrian Islamic Council regarding the death of Muhammad 

Moursi. 

o Criticizing the regime in Egypt for being afraid of Moursi even though he is dead and preventing 

people to attend his funeral. 

o Addressing the fact that elections cannot be held in middle eastern countries. Per him, all the 

political parties in the west have common denominators such secularism and liberalism, a 

linkage to Christianity and their people and some form of support of Israel. They differ from 

one another only in the level of emphasis they put on each of the above factors and they can 

either serve in power or at the opposition benches. On the other hand, in Arab countries there 

is a stark contrast between the regime and the people and therefore elections are not possible. 

 

 Abu Hafs al-Maqdisi, leader of Jaysh al-Ummah al-Salafi fi Bayt al-Maqdis, a Salafi faction in Gaza 

affiliated with al-Qaeda26: 

                                                 

23 June 2019 Telegram 
24 June 2019 Telegram 
25 June 2019 Telegram 
26 June 2019, Telegram 
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o A booklet titled “The Importance Qualities for a Nation’s Leadership”. The booklet was 

dedicated to the Islamic nation and jihadists. Per him, in order to head the Islamic nation, the 

leader must have nine qualities such as courage, honesty, consult with a council, determination 

and more27. 

 

 Nail bin Ghazi, a prominent Salafi cleric in Gaza close with al-Qaeda: 

o A book titled “Tweet Fishing: Methodological Observation – Part two”. The book includes a 

compound of articles and analyses published by the writer on social media in connection with 

Islamic thought. The book was prefaced by Sheikh Yousef al-Anabi, head of the dignitary 

council of AQIM and Sheikh Umar bin Masud al-Hadushi, a prominent Moroccan Salafi cleric. 

The two praised the writer for his activity to spread the right values and principles of Islam and 

recommended the book28. 

 

Strategy 

o Review of ISIS’ al-Naba magazine’s publications during June 2019, shows that ISIS encourages torching 

enemy grains in Iraq and Syria as part of the guerrilla warfare promoted by al-Baghdadi. For example, it 

was reported that ISIS fighter in al-Anbar province torched a two hundred dunams owned by one of the 

leaders of al-Hashad al-Sha’abi, an Iranian backed militia (al-Naba, Vol. 185, P. 7); it was also reported 

that 1,700 dunams of Yazidi, Shiite and Christian owned agricultural land has been torched in Iraq. In 

Sinjar (Yazidi area) 1,000 were torched, in Tal Afar more than 500 dunams were torched in Iyadhiyya 

more than 100 dunams and in al-Mahlabia more than seventy dunams (al-Naba, Vol. 186, P. 7). It 

should be noted, in Tal afar a few al-Hashad al-Sha’abi activists were killed by IED while they rushed to 

put out the fires29. A few media groups who assist ISIS with its propaganda posted a few banners on the 

subject. For example, the Maqdisi media group posted a photograph of an activist torching a grain field 

with a caption warning the infidels that the organization will keep torching their fields (below)30. 

 

ISIS banner on social media encouraging activists to keep torching enemy grain fields in Iraq and Syria 

                                                 

27 30.6.19. https://justpaste.it/nu89 
28 June 2019. https://bayaan.info/archives/2503 
29 Al-Naba Vol. 185-186, P. 7 (June 2019) 
30 June 2019, Telegram. 

https://justpaste.it/nu89
https://bayaan.info/archives/2503
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o Al-Naba, vol. 188 contained an article titled “Beware: Traps in the Way of Jihad” aiming to provide 

advice to jihadists and their supporters on how to be wary of enemy forces. At the outset it said that 

the article is intended for every Muslim wishing to join ISIS and jihadi theatres, anyone who wishes to 

transfer money to the mujahidin on the frontline (or their families) or whomever wishing to release 

prisoners. Per the article, intelligence agencies in the west as well as in the Arab world are putting a lot 

of effort in locating and capturing Muslims who wish to assist jihadi activity. For example, there are a 

lot of spies on social media posing as jihadists and looking to entice potential jihadists to reach certain 

areas to assist them in their recruitment process, but in fact trapping and arresting them. In light of the 

above, the writer cautioned the readers and required that any potential recruit will refrain from 

establishing contact with unknown persons and not automatically accept any recruitment address. The 

writer stressed that any potential recruit should verify the credibility of the recruiter via a common 

friend, acquaintances who have immigrated to jihadi theatres or senior members of ISIS who are 

intimately familiar with the recruitment process. At the end of the article the writer stressed again that 

any potential recruit must find a secure way to realize his wishes to join or assist jihadi ranks31. 

o ISIS call to its activists to switch to guerrilla warfare against the enemy finds its way to al-Naba. For 

example, the latter published an infographic under the title “Attrition Invasion” (see photograph) 

detailing activities carried out by it. It was written that in only three days (27-29 days of Ramadan) the 

organization managed to kill and injure 332 people, carry out sixty-one attacks in eleven countries and 

destroy thirty-five armored vehicles. Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan led the list with the highest number of 

casualties32. In another infographic the organization provided information regarding all of his activities 

during the month of Ramadan. It was said that the organization managed to kill and injure 1,457 

people, destroy 199 armored vehicles, torch fifty-seven houses and agricultural land of enemy forces 

and destroy twenty-one bases and fortified positions of enemy forces33.  

 

Right to left: infographic with data on attacks during the three days of “Attrition Invasion”; infographic on attacks during Ramadan 

                                                 

31 Al-Naba, Vol. 188, P. 9 
32 Al-Naba, Vol 185, P. 12 
33 Al-Naba, Vol. 186, P. 12 
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Magazines 

 Vol. 160 of al-Sumoud, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s publication. It contained stories on the 

following: A message of the leader of the Afghanistan’s Taliban leader for Is al-Fitter, a comparison 

between the Hudaybiyyah agreement (executed between Muhammad and the Mecca people) and 

the Taliban-U.S. agreement, Trump’s plan to settle the crisis in Afghanistan and the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict as well as memories of the heroes of the Farah province34. 

 

 

Al-Sumoud cover page 

 

 June issue of Noui Afan Jihad published by al-Qaeda Indian Sub-Continent (AQISC)35. 

 

 

Noui Afan Jihad cover page 

 

 Vols. 185-188 of al-Naba, ISIS’ publication saw light36: 

                                                 

34 20.6.19 Telegram 
35 27.6.91 Telegram 
36 June 2019, Telegram 
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o The opening article Vol. 185 was titled “Don’t Let Their Speech Sadden You” (Quran, Sura 36, 

verse 76) and dealt with boosting ISIS’ fighters’ morale. At the opening, the writer compared 

ISIS fighters to the prophets throughout history and said that same as the prophets have been 

accused of various false accusations (by the hands of the polytheists) such as spreading lies, 

sorcery and madness so are ISIS fighters, who are being falsely accused. Per the writer those 

accusations started in Iraq with accusations of extremism and extreme interpretation of Islam 

to convince rebel factions to fight ISIS. Then, in Syria another accusation spread by calling ISIS 

members as Khawarij, a moniker for a seventh century extreme Muslim cult that put a high 

value on violence against anyone that didn’t agree with its approach. The writer clarified that 

the comparison is incorrect as there is no similarity between ISIS and the Khawarij,. The writer 

added that to date the rebel factions collaborate with the tyrannical local regimes and the 

crusading regimes in the west describe ISIS as a heretic group rather than an innovative one. All 

of the above is intended to justify their collusion with the local tyrannical regimes against ISIS 

which the writer describes as assisting an infidel against another infidel. The writer added that 

branding ISIS as infidels was motivated the wish to break their ranks after all previous attempts 

have failed. In light of these accusations, the writer clarifies that all attempts to falsely accuse 

ISIS are doomed. At the end, the writer recommends that ISIS members should not be sad over 

these false accusations as they should be viewed as a manifestation of the enemy’s distress. 

o The opening article of Vol. 186 titled “Taliban Lies – The People Who Strayed From the 

Righteous Path’s Religion”, dealt with bashing the Afghani Taliban for having peace talks with 

the U.S. Per ISIS, not only these talks are wrong by the very nature of them being conducted 

with one of Islam’s greatest enemies but the Taliban wish to form relationship with Russia and 

Iran once the U.S troops withdraw. Additionally, the Taliban is being accused of an  

unwillingness to implement Sharia law, being influenced by the Pakistani regime, growing drugs 

and forging an alliance with the crusaders that manifests itself by fighting ISIS etc. the writer 

also compared the Taliban to Hamas that once it got the reign of Power did not implement 

Sharia law and even acted against Islam. 

o The opening article of Vol. 187 criticised the Saudi royals. For example, it has been accused of 

forging alliances with the crusaders and the Zionist Jews, permitting the U.S. to build military 

bases on its territory, assisting western powers to fight ISIS etc. 
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Al-Naba’s Vol. 187 (P. 3) Opening Article Condemning the Saudi Royals 

 

o The opening article of Vol. 188 dealt with ISIS growing strength in Sinai. Per the writer, the 

efforts of the Egyptian security forces to eliminate ISIS and its operatives in Sinai have failed 

and so have the efforts of the crusaders and Jews (as well as some other rival organizations 

such as al-Qaeda) to assist them. Further, the writer said that the Egyptian regime is stuck in an 

attrition war that costs it a fortune. Per the writer, ISIS in Sinai managed to regroup, get 

stronger and expand the campaign against the Egyptian forces towards the center and south of 

Sinai and even to areas in the western Suez Canal region, a trend that threatens the tourism in 

Egypt37. 

 Vols. 51-55 of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham periodical Ibaa were published and contained reports, 

banners and interviews with the organization’s operatives regarding the fighting in Syria as well as 

in other jihadi theatres38.  

 

Ibaa’s Vol. 55 cover 

                                                 

37 June 2019, Telegram 
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o Vol. 1 of Balagh, a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham publication was published.  The opening article, titled 

“Idlib – The Contemporary Capital of Islamic Culture” the editor in chief emphasized the 

importance of the battle of Idlib and an claimed that Idlib has become the epicenter of the 

conflict between Islam and heresy and among the infidels themselves. Per him, Idlib became a 

center for immigrants from Syria and Iraq and thus house many ideas and experienced people 

from various disciplines compared to other locations in Syria with heterogenic population. He 

added that what happens in Idlib today affects the world and vice versa. Per him, the entire 

Syria territory is fighting theatre without borders and the mujahidin’s’ wishes are to take over 

all Syrian cities. At the end of the article the writer stressed that the new publication’s goal is to 

support the jihadi movement, document the battle over Idlib and publish cleric’s statements on 

the above subject matters. The issue included stories by senior leaders in Hayat Tharir al-Sham 

as well as clerics either Syrian or otherwise. Among the stories: (i) Sheikh Abu al-Yaqzan 

encouraged the faithful to perform jihad; (ii) Sheikh Abu Abd al-Malek al-Shami attributing 

great importance to immigration into jihadi theatres to defeat the enemy; (iii) Sheikh Nail Bin 

Ghazi (a jihadi Salafist cleric out of Gaza – close with al-Qaeda) emphasizing that the Islamic 

Dawah is international and not limited to a certain area; and (iv) Abu Fatah al-Farali that 

posted an article titled “Preparing Equipment – Between Exaggeration and Negligence” dealing 

with the importance of faith in Allah and obedience to his words in addition to preparing 

equipment for battle. Additionally, the issue included an interview with Abu Jaber Hashim 

Shaykh, the former leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham that addressed the defeat the organization 

has suffered in Aleppo which stemmed per him from the internal conflict among the various 

factions in the organization and the lack of a unified leadership. He added that the rift and 

conflict between the organization and ISIS were a turning point in the Syrian revolution that 

made the Syrians understand that ISIS wishes to destroy the Islamic nation and hurt everybody 

else but themselves and their supporters. He added that he believed in the Ahrar al-Sham way 

and it may assist in liberating the Islamic nation from slavery to the “global rulers”. Per him, 

upon the death of the first leadership of Ahrar al-Sham there was a need to reorganize the 

organization. He clarified that despite the various differentiators among the groups fighting in 

Idlib they all have a common goal – topple the Alawi regime. Per him, the fighters in Idlib have 

military iniative and more often than not they are the ones that surprise the enemy. He added 

that the Idlib campaign during Ramadan was a good starting point for the mujahidin and 

praised the coordination among the various factions through the joint operations center. He 

expressed his hopes that the mujahidin will liberate all the regions in Syria and said that the 

solution for Syria did not end with the removal of Assad from power but one must also plan for 

the regime that will succeed him, and such planning is missing from all the committees that 
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convene on the Syrian problem that just wish to put an end to the revolution39.  

 

Balagh cover page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports from the Field 
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Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

o Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan (Afghani Taliban): 

o A  speech by the leader of the Emirate, Hibatullah Akhundzada for Id al-Fitr. In his speech 

Akhundzada addressed the various jihadi and political developments in the Afghani arena. Per him, 

the Taliban has the upper hand, it initiates attacks while simultaneously has talks to negotiate with 

the U.S. to end their occupation of Afghanistan. Later on, he described the cruel behavior of the 

Americans against the Afghani people by indiscriminately bombing civilians, raiding their homes 

and torturing prisoners in the Kabul prisons. He added that for the peace policy of the Taliban it is 

important to maintain diplomatic relations and gain consensus among the region’s countries and 

that is why the organization’s representatives attended a conference in Moscow where they met 

with representatives from twelve other countries, some of them neighboring countries. The above 

goes hand in hand with promoting the internal Afghani dialogue. Per him, the Taliban is not looking 

to single handedly control Afghanistan but rather it believes that all Afghans need representation 

and that an Islamic government should rule Afghanistan. Further per him, the U.S. and the Kabul 

government only wish to extend the fighting and incite on political and ethnic levels and thus 

support corrupt groups that hurt the Afghani people. Later in his speech he recommended the 

Kabul government to denounce the U.S. so that the mujahidin would accept them. At the end of his 

speech he addressed the mujahidin and advised them to maintaining the unity of their ranks, 

avoiding civilian casualties during military operations, treating POWs in accordance with ethics and 

Islamic law, removing corrupt and insubordinate people from their midst, visiting and aiding the 

families of the KIAs and POWs40.  

o A message addressing the UNAMA (United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan) report per it 

over a hundred civilians were killed by forces opposing the Kabul occupation during Ramadan. Per 

the message, ISIS attacks were attributed to the Taliban as part of a UNSMA conspiracy against the 

Taliban. It said that if UNAMA did really care about civilians lives then it should have condemned 

and try the war crimes of the American occupiers. The Taliban reiterated that none of its attacks 

were aimed at civilians – only against U.S. installations41. 

o A message denying Gen. Frank Mackenzie’s allegations that ISIS is the biggest threat to the U.S. 

troops in Afghanistan 

o . Per the message, ISIS doesn’t have enough manpower in Afghanistan to be called a threat. 

Further, the Taliban is taking every step to eliminate ISIS but since ISIS is being aided by the 

Americans and the Kabul government there is still a small group of them in east Afghanistan. The 

                                                 

40 1.6.19 Telegram. 
41 10.6.19 Telegram. 
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message also addressed a Taliban operation vs. ISIS in Nangarhar province said that while they 

were operating against ISIS they were bombed by the Americans and by doing o the latter assisted 

ISIS42. 

o A propaganda clip bashing ISIS and titled “The Brutality and Cruelty of ISIS”43. 

 

The Islamic State in Khurasan Province 

 The Islamic State in Khurasan: 

o Claiming responsibility for detonating an IED against a bus carrying Shiite civilians in Kabul as part 

of their “Attrition Raids” operation (Ghawazat al-Istinzaf). The blast killed twenty-five people. The 

banner also mentioned that two more charges detonated once security forces and the press 

arrived at the scene killing seven security officers and one journalist44. 

 

 The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 The following are some of AQAP publications: 

o A banner addressing the residents of Shabwa province cautioning them to avoid being in proximity 

to enemy troops, riding in their vehicles or stay in crowded places so that they won’t be hurt from 

AQAP militant activities against the Americans and their allies such as the UAE and therefore it 

would be better for the locals to refrain from contacting enemy forces45.  

o A banner calling AQAP supporters to follow their official publications through its Telegram 

account46. 

 Hedaya, a media outlet assisting AQAP with its propaganda published the following: 

o A clip bashing ISIS in Yemen titled “On the Life of Allah, Allah is a Witness That They Are Liars – Part 

8”. In the clip ISIS is being accused of killing a boy and his grandfather from mortar fire. ISIS has also 

been accused of demolishing civilian population’s homes47. 

o A clip by al-Ansar al-Sharia, affiliated with AQAP bashing ISIS in Yemen titled “Khawarji Prisons in 

Yemen – Part 2”. In the clip ISIS is being accused of inflicting severe tortures on their members and 

of murdering them for various reasons. All, per statements from a former ISIS member who turned 

himself into the hands of the organization. The video included a clip, documenting ISIS members 

executing a former member by throwing him off a cliff48. 

                                                 

42 13.6.19 Telegram. 
43 24.6.19; 30.6.19 Telegram. 
44 June 2019. https://bayaan.info/archives/2573  
45 4.6.19 Telegram 
46 June 2019. https://bayaan.info/archives/2573 
47 4.6.19. https://emaad.net 
48 24.6.19. https://emaad.net 

https://bayaan.info/archives/2573
https://bayaan.info/archives/2573
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o An article titled “The Virtues of Fighting the Khawarji” by Abu Khalid al-Gharib. The writer 

encourages the fights with ISIS in Yemen due to the latter brutal behaviour vis a vis the civilian 

population and jihadists and for inciting a civil war among the Muslim nation. To support his 

argument the writer compared ISIS to the Khawarej, an ancient Islamic cult that seceded from the 

mainstream Islam and preached violence against any Muslim whose thinking was different than 

theirs. Further, the writer quoted clerics throughout history that explained why it was a duty to 

fight the Khwarej49. 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State 

 ISIS Iraq province publications: 

o A clip titled “They Will Be Brought Down Later”.  The clip documents attacks and assassinations 

carried out by ISIS members against Iraqi security forces in Fallujah. For example, ISIS documented a 

raid on a house where a few Iraqi officers and one of the Iraqi chieftains stayed and the execution of 

these people. Further ISIS threatened to eliminate anyone that will collaborate with the Iraqi regime 

and at the same breath called upon Fallujah residents to join its ranks and assist it with fighting the 

Iraqi regime50. 

 

 

ISIS activist threatens collaborators with the Iraqi regime 

 

o A clip documenting ISIS activity against PKK forces in Sinjar. For example, ISIS claimed responsibility 

for fifteen car and IED bombings that led to maiming and killing multiple Kurdish forces. Here too, 

ISIS threatened to eliminate anyone who will collaborate with the Iraqi regime51. 

o Claiming responsibility for a suicide attack by an explosive vest perpetrated by an ISIS member in a 
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Shiite mosque in eastern Baghdad that maimed and killed over forty worshipers52. 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham  

 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (an umbrella organization for several jihadi organizations in Idlib) publications: 

o A condolence for the death of the Syrian soccer player Abd al-Basit al-Sarut, who was a member of 

Jaysh al-Izza. Per the message al-Sarut was killed in battle in northern Hamat53. 

o A notification regarding the formation of the organization’s General Authority for Charity (Zakat). 

Per the notice, the authority will be administratively and financially independent and will have a full 

power of attorney from the Wakf. Further, the authority’s goal would be to assist the retched and 

the poor and act for the common good. Moreover, the authority will include several offices (Sharia, 

legal, finance, communications and various Zakat offices). At the end of the notification the 

organization posted the authority’s bank account as well as its phone number and Telegram 

account54. 

o An update regarding a meeting attended by the leaders of the various jihadi factions in the 

liberated areas in northern Syria. Among the attendees: Abu Muhammad al-Julani, Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham leader, Abu Issa, Suqour al-Sham Brigades leader, Jamil al-Saleh Jaysh al-Izza leader as well 

as other factions’ leaders.  The meeting was held to discuss the latest military developments and 

coordinating the attendees’ efforts to contend with the Alawi and their allies’ attacks on the 

liberated areas55. 

o A call to recruit activists to the organization. Per the call, the draft56 date was set between June 6th, 

2019 and June 20th, 2019. All interested parties should be at least fifteen years old, healthy, with 

good moral and behaviour and must undergo a military and Sharia training. 

o A notice by the organization’s spokesman, Abu Khalid al-Shami, regarding the latest military 

developments in the northern suburb of Hama. Per him, the organization managed to hit Alawi 

soldiers, capture multiple weapons and take control of various regions. Further, he called people 

who serve in al-Muslahat force to desert the regime’s forces and come back to the ranks of the 

mujahidin.57 

o A clip containing an interview with Abu Muhammad al-Julani, regarding the fighting against the 

Russian army. Per him, the organization’s forces managed to surprise the Russians by initiating 
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attacks on several air bases of which Russian planes set out to bomb jihadis in Idlib. Per him, the 

organization managed to not only cause damage but also killed many Russian and Syrian troops58. 

o Launching an online fundraising campaign titled Jahid bi-Malak/Fight via your money that included 

clips and banners. It was advertised that the donations will assist jihadists fighting the enemy on 

the Syrian fronts and WhatsApp numbers have been posted to facilitate communications. It should 

be noted, the campaign also went offline and included posters that were hung in various cities. 

Towards the end of June another banner launched and said that in the fifteen days that elapsed 

since the campaign has been launched some $185,000 have been collected. The clip also 

documented receipt of monies by jihadists59. On Telegram channels associated with activists 

connected to the campaign it was posted that whomever wants to deliver the donations directly to 

the hands of the jihadists may join the campaign organizers to the outposts where jihadists are 

holding the line60. 

 

 

 

Right to left: a banner for the “fight via your money campaign; a clip showing jihadist receive donations from resident of Idlib 

 

 

Huras al-Din 

 A publication from Dawat al-Tawhid, an umbrella clerics organization affiliated with Huras al-Din, the 

al-Qaeda extension in Syria: 

o A series of sermons praising Ramadan as a month when god assists Muslims defeat their enemies; 

sermons to boost fighters morale; documenting the visits of a few clerics to the frontline to boost 

fighters’ morale61. 
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Haridh al-Muminin 

 Publications of Haridh al-Muminin’s (al-Qaeda extension in Syria) joint operation center62: 

o Clips documenting the activities of the operation center’s staff; banners stressing that the 

operations center’s staff are readying themselves to fight on all fronts; a clip documenting dropping 

explosive charges from drones on Syrian army positions in al-Ghab. 

o An interview with a field commander regarding the advancement of the Syrian forces towards 

Kabani (a village in the Latakia region). Per the interviewee the Syrian forces tried to advance on 

the village dozens of times but all their attempts have failed. Further, they even attacked the village 

with a chemical weapon once. Later on in the interview he mentioned that the jihadi casualties 

were seven dead and three injured. 

 

Turkestan Islamic Party 

 Turkestan Islamic Party publications: 

o A banner containing obituary for Abd al-Basit al-Sarut, a senior field commander of Jaysh al-Izza. 

Alongside the obituary the organization said that martyrdom was a goal for every jihadist and 

stressed that it is a party to the jihad conducted by other jihadi factions against the Assad regime63. 

 

Jaysh al-Izza 

 Jaysh al-Izza, a jihadi faction in the Idlib region, posted on his Telegram channel and other social media 

outlets a banner calling on Muslims to join its ranks. It said that the leadership of the Shahid al-Basit al-

Sarut base notifies that it will accept recruitment applications as of June 15th, 2019. Further, new 

recruits must be between the ages of 18-25, healthy, with high morals and able to withstand pressure 

and undergo various training. The organization even provided a contact number64. 
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Jaysh al-Izza recruitment banner 

 

The Gaza Strip-Sinai Peninsula 

Jaysh al-Ummah al-Salafi fi Bayt al-Maqdis 

 Al-Raya media outlet belonging to the above organization (a jihadi Salafi faction in Gaza close with al-

Qaeda)65: 

o A banner containing advice Abu Hafs al-Maqdisi, the leader of the organization, to jihadists in Syria.  

Al-Maqdisi said that in order to break the Russian morale one must work in the following manner: 

assassinate regime symbols, bombing cities close to areas that are a target for liberation; bombing 

air bases and places where the regime people congregate, suicide attacks in central regime places, 

chocking logistical routes, setting heavy machine guns at mountain peaks to shoot down airplanes. 

 

Al maqdisi’s advice to jihadists 

                                                 

65 June 2019, Telegram. 
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o An online campaign titled “arm a warrior”. A few banners were posted with a request to donate 

Bitcoin with an attached account number to assist the organization’s members defend against the 

aggression of the enemies of the Islamic nation66. 

 

 

 

Arm a warrior campaign banner 

 

The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula 

 ISIS of Sinai publications: 

o Claiming responsibility for the kidnapping of two Egyptians attorneys in an ambush in the El Arish 

area. Per the organization, the two collaborated with the Egyptian security forces and will therefore 

be transferred to a special tribunal67.  

o Claiming responsibility for ambushes and attacks against Egyptian police and military forces in the El 

Arish area. Further, the organization warned Sinai residents not to collaborate with the Egyptian 

security forces68. 

o Supporters of ISIS in Sinai published on social media a few banners condemning the al-Sisi regime 

and contained threats to continue with attacks against the security forces in Egypt in general and 

Sinai in particular69. 
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ISIS supporters’ distributed photograph containing a threat to kill Abd al-Fatah al-Sisi 

 

Africa 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab al-Mujahidin 

 Al Shabab al-Mujahidin (al-Qaeda’s extension in Somalia) select publications: 

o A clip by Ali Mahmoud Raji, the organization’s spokesman, for Id al-Fitr. At the outset Raji greeted 

the leader of the Afghani Taliban and the leader of al-Qaeda. Per him, his organization increased 

its attacks during Ramadan and the enemy sustained heavy casualties. As to the U.S attacks 

intended to support the Somali regime he said that most of them hit innocents and the fighting the 

mujahidin is just an excuse. He added that attests to the hostility the Christians bear towards the 

Muslims. Later in the clip he stressed that the regions under the organization’s control are being 

run according to Sharia law. On the other hand, the Muslims living in Mogadishu live a harsh life. 

Per him, despite all the security measures of the Mogadishu regime al-Shabab manages to increase 

his attacks in the city. Moreover, Raji says that there is a religious war between the Muslims and 

Christians in Africa and to support his argument he said that the Ethiopia published a map showing 

Somalia as part of Ethiopia. Further, Ethiopian Christians want to take control over the Islamic 

world and therefore the mujahidin must stop them. At the end of the clip he called upon Muslims 

living in Somali regime-controlled areas to embark upon jihad70. 
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Raji’s Id al-Fitr clip 

 

o A sixth instalment of the series “And Be Harsh to Them”. The clip focused on the attack the 

organization carried out against the Bar Sanguni military base (Lower Joba region) in January 

201971. 

o A sixth instalment of the series “And Be Harsh to Them”. The clip focused on the attack the 

organization carried out against the Moqokori military base (Hiran province – central Somalia) 

during Ramadan of last year72. 

o A series of clips in Swahili titled Lessons in Sharia by Sheikh Ahmad Iman Ali, the leader of the 

organization’s Kenyan extension. In the series Ali praised statements made by Abu Yahya al-Libi, a 

former al-Qaeda senior member in favor of joining the fight and fulfilling the duty of jihad against 

the enemies of Islam73. 

o A report summarizing the number of attacks al-Shabab carried out during Ramadan. Per the report, 

the organization carried out 148 attacks, most of which in the capital city of Mogadishu and in 

southern Somalia74. 

 

Nigeria 

ISIS of West Africa 

 ISIS of West Africa publications: 

o Claiming responsibility for a suicide attack carried out by a member of the organization against the 

African Coalition forces in Lake Chad. Per the announcement, fifteen soldiers have been killed in the 

skirmish75. 

 

                                                 

71 1.6.19 Telegram. 
72 http://shahadanews.com/?p=3818 
73 June 2019, Telegram. 
74 http://shahadanews.com/?p=3864 
75 23.6.19 Telegram. 
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Mozambique 

ISIS of Central Africa 

 ISIS of Central Africa claimed responsibility for an attack carried out by its operatives in Mozambique. 

Per the banner, the operatives thwarted an attack of the Mozambique army in the north eastern 

section of the country. This would be the first announcement of an ISIS activity in Mozambique76.  

 

The Caucasus  

ISIS in the Caucasus 

 ISIS in the Caucasus claimed responsibility for an attempt to breach the Chechen president’s, Ramadan 

Kadirov, palace. Per the announcement the ISIS operative shot at the palace but was terminated shortly 

thereafter by security officers77. 

 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Al Sakhab media outlet, serving as spokesmen for al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS): 

o An obituary by Usama Mahmoud, AQIS spokesperson, in memory of Sheikh Dhkhir Musa, the 

leader of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, an AQIS affiliate in Kashmir. Musa was killed on May 23rd, 2019 in 

a skirmish with Indian soldiers in the Pulwama district in Kashmir, following which riots have 

erupted in Kashmir. Alongside the obituary Mahmoud called upon the Muslims in Kashmir to follow 

in Musa’s footsteps and fight the oppressing forces. He even compared Musa to UBL. Further, he 

mentioned that every Muslim has a duty to defends his religion and mentioned Ghazi Abdul 

Rasheed (killed in the Red Mosque massacre, July 2007) and Burhan Wani, former leader of Hizb 

al-Mujahidin, killed in 201678. 

 

                                                 

76 6.6.19 Telegram. 
77 June 2019, Telegram. 
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Sheikh Dhkhir Musa 

 

o A clip titled The Mujahid Faysal Ishfaq Bhatt from Srinagar containing an interview with the titular 

AQIS member about the Indian security forces’ inflicted oppression experienced by Muslims in 

Kashmir and his journey until he joined AQIS. He said that his journey started when he was trained, 

ideologically and militarily, by Ghazi Baba (leader of Jaysh Muhammad – killed in 2003) and the 

deputy leader of Harkat al-Ansar (both these terror organizations are sponsored by Pakistan). Per 

him, he fought alongside Ghazi Baba and fulfilled his duty of jihad. Per him, the jihad in Kashmir is 

no different than the one in Afghanistan. He also criticized foreign intervention (such as by 

Pakistan) in Kashmir and accused the latter of ruining the jihad in Kashmir. Per him, the Pakistani 

regime abandoned the jihad Kashmir after 9/11 and even embarked on peach talks with India out 

of the narrow Pakistani interest. He also mentioned several jihadists (e.g. Burhan Wani) as the true 

jihadists in Kashmir. At the end of the interview he called upon jihadists in Kashmir to carry out 

larger scale attacks against the Indian security forces in Kashmir, strive to liberate it and install 

Sharia law79. 

 

 

Faysal Ishfaq Bhatt 

o A podcast titled “On that Day the Faithful Will Rejoice: A Message to the Islamic Nation for Id al-

Fitr 1440 Hijri” by Maulana Asim Umar, a senior AQIS member.  At his opening statement Umar 

                                                 

79 6.6.19 http://www.alizzaa.net/showthread.php?1143-غزوۂ-ہند-کے-سپاہی-–-فیصل-اشفاق-بٹ-–-حفظه-هللا 
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congratulated the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan for its victories and said he wished they would 

restore the Islamic nation’s honor. Later, he congratulated Sheikh Hibatullah Akhwandzada the 

leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri and the various Jihad 

leaders around the world. Further, he criticized George Bush Jr. for declaring a war on the Islamic 

nation following the 9/11 attacks. He called him arrogant and slave of the Jews that had promised 

that the U.S. will never stop until it will wipe out terror. Umar stressed that this was a hollow 

promise and at the end of the day, despite their technological and financial superiority, the 

Americans were defeated by the hands of the jihadists. He compared this to the Battle of Badr 

where Muhammad defeated the Quraysh despite having been the underdog in terms of troops. 

Umar’s conclusion was that the Muslims can win a superior enemy provided they will trust in Allah 

and devote themselves to jihad because Allah promised that victory to his followers. “The American 

invasion to Afghanistan is one of Allah’s promises that he will humiliate the mighty by the weak and 

the Muslim who are not equipped [with weapons]. Today, eighteen years later, god’s promise tells 

the weak Muslims: spark a Badr [Battle of] atmosphere, the angles will help, they may come down 

from the sky even now”. Umar mentioned that today the U.S. begs the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan for peace talks. The UAVs they had sent to attack jihadist failed which attests that the 

enemy, despite having had technological superiority, has been beaten by god. Per him, the U.S. 

military refuses to continue fighting and that is why the Jews have stopped funding it. All that, in 

contrast to the mujahidin who fight tenaciously, having belief in god and willing to sacrifice 

themselves. Umar mentioned that Emirate’s victory is the entire Islamic nation’s victory, and the 

win over the U.S. and its allies signifies a new beginning and a reminder to weak Muslims that many 

small groups can overcome bigger groups just by believing in Allah. Further, the Emirate’s victory is 

a model for the mujahidin to learn and understand that a successful jihadi campaign relies on unity 

among the ranks. Therefore, lack of jihadi unity in Iraq and Levant may harm the jihad’s success. At 

the end of his podcast Umar mentioned that ISIS is harming global jihad due to their separatism. 

Per him the super powers are using ISIS to weaken the Emirate and the Muslim nation. He also 

criticized ISIS activity and its strengthening in the Nangarhar province, manifested by importing 

fighters from Syria. He expressed concerns that once the Americans withdraw from Afghanistan ISIS 

will attach the Emirate and will harm the mujahidin and jihad’s achievements much like they did in 

Iraq and Syria. At the end of his podcast he expressed his hope that the above scenario will not 

materialize or else it would serve the super powers who are looking to weaken the jihadists80. 

 Global Islamic Media Front (GIMF), a media outlet for AQIS published an obituary for Sheikh Dhkhir 

Musa the leader of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, an AQIS affiliate in Kashmir. Musa was killed on May 23rd, 

2019 in a skirmish with Indian soldiers in the Pulwama district in Kashmir, following which riots have 

                                                 

80 13.6.19 http://www.alizzaa.net/showthread.php?1149-از-موالنا-عاصم-عمر- حَُ-الُْمْؤِمنُْونَ  -ي ْفر  ى ِذَ  ي ْوم   و 
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erupted in Kashmir. The banner said that martyrdom is a major pillar in the foundation of jihad and 

Musa and others have fought to liberate Kashmir. The banner praised the jihadists in Kashmir, 

specifically Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind operatives and stressed that jihadists from all theatres are willing to 

assist the jihadists in Kashmir. Further the banner yearned for the emergence of another jihad leaders 

like Musa and congratulated Harun Abbas for his appointment as the new leader of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-

Hind and Ghazi Khaled as his lieutenant81. 

 

Kashmir 

Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind 

 Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind (affiliated with al-Qaeda in Kashmir) Publications: 

o A clip titled “He fulfilled His Promise” containing an obituary by the organization’s spokesman Abu 

Ubaida for Sheikh Dhkhir Musa the leader of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, an AQIS affiliate in Kashmir. 

Musa was killed on May 23rd, 2019 in a skirmish with Indian soldiers in the Pulwama district in 

Kashmir, following which riots have erupted in Kashmir. Musa was described as a noble and faithful 

person who had loved his country with all his heart. The clip also unveiled the new leader of the 

organization, Hameed Lelhari, AKA Haroon Abbas and his lieutenant Ghazi Ibrahim Khalid. The clip 

also included audio by Musa where he was heard trying to persuade members of Hizb al-Mujahidin 

to join his organization82. The latter is a militant organization sponsored by Pakistan, active in 

Kashmir and India and his leaders reside in Pakistan. It should be noted, Musa lead the that 

organization from 2016 (following the death of Burhan Wani) until July 2017 where he assumed 

the leadership of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind.  

 

 

Abu Ubaida, Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind spokesman 

 

o A banner praising all jihadists who died in Kashmir and the Indian subcontinent. It also eulogized 

the above-mentioned Abu Ubaida who was killed Branpathri on June 26, 2019 following a skirmish 
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with the Indian military83. 

 

The West 

 During June 2019 ISIS supporters posted banners in Arabic and English threatening to harm western 

countries such as the U.S. (see photographs)84. 

 

 

 

 

ISIS supporters’ banners 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is 

one of the leading academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, 

facilitating international cooperation in the global struggle against terrorism. 

ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, counter-

terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, 

intelligence analysis and national security and defense policy.  

ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which 

relies exclusively on private donations and revenue 

from events, projects and programs.  

GROUP MONITORING JIHADI THE ABOUT  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a 

specialized research and analysis team at the International 

Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of 

researchers fluent in Arabic, the JWMG monitors websites 

that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The 

unique characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials 

from a wide variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, 

providing a complete understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 


